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tration any more than any other operation in the pro¬ 
duction of mental alienation. February 11, 1893, he re¬ 
moved by the vaginal route the two suppurating ovaries 
and tubes of a woman who was profoundly hysteric and 
who, for a long time, had suffered from mental disturb¬ 
ances. Her mental state was apparently, so aggravated 
by the operation, that it was necessary to send her to an 
asylum, where she began to improve. Here, the insanity 
broke forth on a soil, long prepared, and was due to the 
surgical interference, but it was not caused by removal 
of the uterus and ovaries. He finds the proof of this in 
a similar case observed in March, 1891, where a hysteric 
girl with an exalted character and incoherent conduct 
was operated for a sero-hematic tumor of the right tube. 
He partially resected the tubal wall, but did not remove 
it entirely and left the two ovaries and the left tube in¬ 
tact. For ten days everything went well, when the 
patient was seized with hallucinations and she was com¬ 
mitted to an asylum. She remained there eight months, 
became quiet and left the asylum in good health. Here 
was a case which nature was undoubted, the operation 
being the exciting cause in a soil already prepared. The 
uterus and ovaries were intact. He has seen after an 
abdominal hysterectomy for a fibroid, and which opera¬ 
tion was followed by perfect health, a woman of forty- 
seven years attempt to cut her throat before her dis¬ 
charge from the hospital and that while in good health. 
Before the operation she was gloomy and melancholic. 
Two years before she had also tried to commit suicide. 
Such patients are hysterics, threatened with insanity and 
the nature of the operation has nothing to do with the 
outbreak. F. H. P. 

Attacks of Verbal Amnesia in a Hysterical 
Patient ( Journal des Sciences Medicates de Lille , 24th 
February, 1893). Dr. A. Goix recalls a curious case of a 
girl, twenty-four years old, who had frequent attacks of 
the following trouble: She was unable to understand the 
meaning of either the written or printed text, which she 
was perfectly able to read aloud. She had neither motor 
aphasia, agraphia nor verbal deafness. She could write 
easily whatever was dictated to her, without, however, 
understanding the meaning of the words she had just 
employed. These curious attacks occurred in the morn¬ 
ing and were accompanied by redness of the face and a 
cyanotic condition of the hands. Hemianopsia was ab¬ 
sent ; a concentric narrowing of the visual field present. 
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The author, in discussing this case, suggests the proba¬ 
bility of there existing two forms of verbal blindness; 
in the one there is loss of memory of the form, and in the 
other of the signification of the written words. E.N.B. 

Atavism, Involving Three Generations .— 
Deane (Pacific Med. Jour., January, 1894). First genera¬ 
tion.—Husband of good heritage, mentally above the 
average, alcoholic, syphilitic, died a paralytic. Wife, of 
good family also, petite, negative disposition, moral qual¬ 
ities not highly developed, refined, still alive. Second 
generation.—Children of above, eight in number, four 
boys and four girls. First born, now fort} 7 years old, a 
good-for-nothing drunkard, mentally and physically be¬ 
low normal. Second, boy, lost at sea. Third, boy, men¬ 
tally and physically below normal; died of phthisis. 
Fourth, boy, phthisical, homici.ie, married beneath him 
socially, has two children, eldest has marked dolicocep- 
halic head. Altogether he is a bad citizen. Of the girls, 
the first lapsed from virtue at an early age, and later 
developed nymphomania. The second girl married 
early and had three children. The first an idiot, the 
other two mentally and physically below normal. In 
later years the mother developed exopthalmic goitre. 
The third girl died in infancy. The fourth girl is the 
superior of any of the other children, and shows no 
sign of physical or physical depravity. An aunt of these 
children was insane. J. C. 
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On Cerebral Tumors and their Surgical 
Treatment. —At a meeting q{ the Association of Alien¬ 
ists of Lower Saxony and Westphalia, held in Hanover, 
May 11, 1893, Dr. Bruns reported the following cases: 

I.—Female, 31 years of age. General symptoms: 
vomiting, headache, choked disks. Focal symptoms : 
subcortical alexia (Wernicke) and right homonymous 
hemianopsia. Comprehension of words preserved ; spon¬ 
taneous speech, with slight paraphasia and scarcity of 
nouns. Repetition of Avords good. Objects held before 
her are recognized, but not named. When the name is 
told her she repeats it correctly, but forgets it at once. 
The Avord is not forthcoming, even by the aid of exam¬ 
ination Avith her hand. Inability to read words ; letters 
seem the same as objects, being recognized but not 
named. 



